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scientology is arguably the most persistently controversial of all contemporary new religious
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movements james r lewis has assembled an unusually comprehensive anthology incorporating a
wide range of different approaches in this book a group of well known scholars of new religious
movements offers an extensive and evenhanded overview and analysis of all of these aspects of
scientology including the controversies to which it continues to give rise

the religion toolkit a comprehensive survey of the study of religion worldwide from ancient
indigenous traditions to today s religious nationalism this is an excellent book that is a good
comprehensive overview of the history of religions and the ways of studying religion within
religious studies it really brings religions to life for the reader gavin flood professor of hindu
studies and comparative religion oxford university the authors provide a clear first rate
introduction to the study of religions origins leading scholars and their theories and beliefs this is
by far the best introductory volume i am aware of both in terms of substance clarity and insights
john l esposito distinguished university professor georgetown university and past president of the
american academy of religion the religion toolkit understanding religion in the world today is a
clear and comprehensive introduction to the academic study of religions providing readers an
introduction to the history and theories of religious studies a survey of global religious traditions
and an overview of religion in the public sphere today discusses theory and methodology in
religion including the disciplines of anthropology psychology philosophy biblical studies and
theology describes the early development of religion with overviews of traditions around the
world including judaism christianity islam baha i hinduism zoroastrianism jainism buddhism
sikhism daoism confucianism and shinto covers traditions not commonly addressed in
introductory textbooks such as santeria vodou tengrism and indigenous traditions of the americas
examines recent developments and contemporary issues such as secularization bioethics and the
rise of religious nationalism includes access to a companion website with discussion questions
additional material and helpful primary and secondary sources providing the knowledge and
tools required to explore and understand the nature and roles of religion the religion toolkit
understanding religion in the world today second edition is an excellent introductory textbook
for undergraduate and graduate courses in religious studies history of religion religions of the
world and theory and method in the study of religion as well as a valuable resource for general
readers interested in the role of religion in the world today

this book complements lewis s o xford handbook of new religious movements the former
provides an overview of the state of the field this volume collects papers on those specific new
religious movements nrms that have generated the most scholarly attention with few exceptions
these organizations are also the controversial groups that have attracted the attention of the mass
media often because they have been involved in or accused of violent or anti social activities
among the movements to be profiled are such groups as the branch davidians heaven s gate aum
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shinrikyo solar temple scientology falun gong and many more the book will function as a
reference for scholars as a text for courses in nrms and will also appeal to non specialists including
reporters law enforcement public policy makers and others

this multidisciplinary study of scientology examines the organization and the controversies
around it through the lens of popular culture referencing movies television print and the
internet an unusual perspective that will engage a wide range of readers and researchers for
more than 60 years scientology has claimed alternative religious status with a significant number
of followers despite its portrayals in popular culture domains as being bizarre what are the
reasons for the vital connections between scientology and popular culture that help to maintain or
challenge it as an influential belief system this book is the first academic treatment of scientology
that examines the movement in a popular culture context from the perspective of several
western countries it documents how the attention paid to scientology by high profile celebrities
and its mention in movies television and print as well as on the internet results in millions of
people being aware of the organization to the religious organization s benefit and detriment the
book leads with a background on scientology and a discussion of science fiction concepts pulps and
movies the next section examines scientology s ongoing relationship with the hollywood elite
including the group s use of celebrities in its drug rehabilitation program and explores movies
and television shows that contain scientology themes or comedic references readers will learn
about how the internet and the mainstream media of the united states as well as of australia
germany and the uk have regarded scientology the final section investigates the music and art of
scientology

now available for the first time in a low priced paperbound edition the dictionary of quotations
with a difference what makes this famous dictionary unlike another is its sheer usefulness
whereas other such dictionaries are organized either chronologically or by author brussell s
quotations are grouped by subject thus if ever you need just the right quotation to illuminate a
point perhaps for a speech you are preparing or for some report article or book you may be
writing you can find it instantly at your fingertips in this book here tens of thousands of
quotations inspiring humorous thought provoking and everyone brilliantly apt representing
speakers as diverse as william shakespare and casey stengel are assembled under more than 1500
alphabetically arranged and thoroughly cross referenced headings whether you are a professional
writer or speaker a student or simply someone who puts a premium on pungent effective and
graceful communication dictionary of quotable definitions will be an indispensable addition to
your home library publisher

this book gives a child the know how to use a dictionary in easy to read text and illustrations
enabling children to effectively comprehend what they read suitable for children from 8 to 12
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years old

examining the works of science fiction authors such as george orwell aldous huxley anthony
burgess and samuel delany jennifer kelso farrell explores the relationship between language and
reality and the role language can play in reprogramming individuals

words and phrases enables the practitioner to have at all times the precise meaning of a particular
word or phrase definitions are taken from the acts of parliament halsbury s laws of england
leading textbooks and verbatim judgments from all over the commonwealth this annual
cumulative supplement ensures that the work is always up to date and includes not only full
coverage of english cases and statutes but also extracts from australian canadian and new zealand
cases

atack exposes hubbard s bizarre imagination and behavior tracing the creation of scientology in
the years following world war ii to perhaps its final schism following hubbard s death in 1986 a
shocking book that reveals all the abuses falsehoods paranoia and greed of hubbard and his pseudo
military scientologist henchmen
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